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Immigration will pass but it’ll be tough – Obama has a new opportunity to maintain pressure

Reyes 12/30 (Raul Reyes is an attorney in New York and a member of USA TODAY’s Board of Contributors. “Reasons for optimism on immigration reform” http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20131231/OPINION/312310015/Reasons-optimism-immigration-reform)

In February, President Obama declared in his State of the Union address that “the time has come to pass comprehensive immigration reform.” In June, the Senate passed a sweeping immigration overhaul with bipartisan support. Then despite backing from business, faith and labor leaders, the bill stalled in the House against a backdrop of record levels of deportations. Yet immigration reform is the issue that will not die, and there are reasons to be optimistic about it still becoming reality. For starters, the just-passed budget deal shows that Congress is not completely dysfunctional. Although the agreement itself is not historic, it is remarkable because it broke through the gridlock that has lately paralyzed our government. That means there will be more time in January to tackle immigration. Meanwhile, House Speaker John Boehner has begun to push back against the far-right wing of his party. He has criticized conservative interest groups, saying, “They’re using our members and they’re using the American people for their own goals. This is ridiculous.” Earlier this month, Boehner also hired a new top aide to work on immigration issues. Boehner, who says he supports reform, might finally be ready to assert his leadership and get back to governance. Second, Jeh Johnson’s confirmation as secretary of the Department of Homeland Security is an opportunity for the Obama administration to turn a fresh page at the department. “I do not believe that deportation quotas or numeric goals are a good idea,” he wrote in a letter to Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill. Johnson has defended the Senate immigration bill. He has spoken about the importance of policy transparency, which has too often been lacking at DHS. His background in national security suggests that he could prioritize protecting the USA from terrorists, rather than deporting undocumented immigrants. Finally, look at the grass-roots activism surrounding immigration reform. Only a few years ago, it was considered brave for immigrants to “come out” publicly as undocumented. Now they are leading marches, rallies and prayer vigils nationwide. They have formed human chains to block buses deporting undocumented immigrants, shut down congressional offices with sit-ins and fasted in front of the White House. Collectively, these activists have turned immigration reform from an issue into a full-fledged movement. None of this means immigration reform will be an easy lift in 2014. Already, conservative lawmakers point to the troubled rollout of the Affordable Care Act as evidence that the government cannot tackle huge problems. But Obama has said that he is open to a piecemeal approach on immigration. Bob Dane of the Federation for American Immigration Reform, which opposes any “amnesty,” admits that “the ground is very fertile” for a bill. And clear majorities of Americans continue to support reform that includes a path to citizenship for the undocumented. Taken together, these factors show that a “path to yes” on immigration is still possible. 

Plan is unpopular – bureaucracy causes backlash

Dallas Morning News July 2008 “EDITORIAL: NADBank deserves U.S. funding” ProQuest

Not everyone agrees about the merits of the North American Free Trade Agreement, but it's hard to argue that the North American Development Bank, created under NAFTA, hasn't brought overwhelmingly positive changes to the border region. NADBank's good work needs to continue, and that won't happen if Congress continues to whittle down its funding.¶ Before NAFTA, the border region was an environmental disaster zone. Mexican border towns dumped millions of gallons of raw sewage into area rivers. Tap water was undrinkable. Pollution and industrial waste abounded. It's better now, but much cleanup work remains to be done.¶ Through grants and low-interest loans, NADBank has sparked more than $1.4 billion in public infrastructure projects on both sides of the border. This is not sexy stuff. Much of it involves sewage-treatment plants, landfill sites, water projects and road work. NADBank officials estimate that such projects have halted the dumping of about 300 million gallons per day of sewage into the Rio Grande and other waterways.¶ Washington's skepticism about NADBank has grown in recent years, partly because the bank has been slow to disburse its funds. Bank officials say the backlog was caused by the two-year average lead time needed to study, plan and approve each project before it could be funded. Steps are under way to streamline its processes, bolster accountability and reduce backlogs.¶ As the fervor over NAFTA has died down, so has Capitol Hill's enthusiasm for funding NADBank. Initial U.S. appropriations of nearly $100 million a year have steadily been slashed since NAFTA took effect 14 years ago. The requested 2009 appropriation is only $10 million.¶ Texas Sens. Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn have been enthusiastic supporters of NADBank in the past. A renewed funding push by them and other border-state legislators would help ensure that the bank's important work stays on track in the future. 

Visas are key to cybersecurity preparedness

McLarty 9 (Thomas F. III, President – McLarty Associates and Former White House Chief of Staff and Task Force Co-Chair, “U.S. Immigration Policy: Report of a CFR-Sponsored Independent Task Force”, 7-8, http://www.cfr.org/ publication/19759/us_immigration_policy.html) 

We have seen, when you look at the table of the top 20 firms that are H1-B visa requestors, at least 15 of those areIT firms. And as we're seeing across industry, much of the hardware and software that's used in this country is not only manufactured now overseas, but it's developed overseas by scientists and engineers who were educated here in the United States.¶We're seeing a lot more activity around cyber-security, certainly noteworthy attacks here very recently. It's becoming an increasingly dominant set of requirements across not only to the Department of Defense, but the Department of Homeland Security and the critical infrastructure that's held in private hands. Was there any discussion or any interest from DOD or DHS as you undertook this review on the security things about what can be done to try to generate a more effective group of IT experts here in the United States, many of which are coming to the U.S. institutions, academic institutions from overseas and often returning back? This potentially puts us at a competitive disadvantage going forward.¶ MCLARTY: Yes. And I think your question largely is the answer as well. I mean, clearly we have less talented students here studying -- or put another way, more talented students studying in other countries that are gifted, talented, really have a tremendous ability to develop these kind of technology and scientific advances, we're going to be put at an increasingly disadvantage. Where if they come here -- and I kind of like Dr. Land's approach of the green card being handed to them or carefully put in their billfold or purse as they graduate -- then, obviously, that'sgoing to strengthen, I think, our system, our security needs.

Cyber-vulnerability causes great power nuclear war

Fritz 9 Researcher for International Commission on Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament [Jason, researcher for International Commission on Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament, former Army officer and consultant, and has a master of international relations at Bond University, “Hacking Nuclear Command and Control,” July,  http://www.icnnd.org/latest/research/Jason_Fritz_Hacking_NC2.pdf]

This paper will analyse the threat of cyber terrorism in regard to nuclear weapons. Specifically, this research will use open source knowledge to identify the structure of nuclear command and control centres, how those structures might be compromised through computer network operations, and how doing so would fit within established cyber terrorists’ capabilities, strategies, and tactics. If access to command and control centres is obtained, terrorists could fake or actually cause one nuclear-armed state to attack another, thus provoking a nuclear response from another nuclear power. This may be an easier alternative for terrorist groups than building or acquiring a nuclear weapon or dirty bomb themselves. This would also act as a force equaliser, and provide terrorists with the asymmetric benefits of high speed, removal of geographical distance, and a relatively low cost. Continuing difficulties in developing computer tracking technologies which could trace the identity of intruders, and difficulties in establishing an internationally agreed upon legal framework to guide responses to computer network operations, point towards an inherent weakness in using computer networks to manage nuclear weaponry. This is particularly relevant to reducing the hair trigger posture of existing nuclear arsenals. All computers which are connected to the internet are susceptible to infiltration and remote control. Computers which operate on a closed network may also be compromised by various hacker methods, such as privilege escalation, roaming notebooks, wireless access points, embedded exploits in software and hardware, and maintenance entry points. For example, e-mail spoofing targeted at individuals who have access to a closed network, could lead to the installation of a virus on an open network. This virus could then be carelessly transported on removable data storage between the open and closed network. Information found on the internet may also reveal how to access these closed networks directly. Efforts by militaries to place increasing reliance on computer networks, including experimental technology such as autonomous systems, and their desire to have multiple launch options, such as nuclear triad capability, enables multiple entry points for terrorists. For example, if a terrestrial command centre is impenetrable, perhaps isolating one nuclear armed submarine would prove an easier task. There is evidence to suggest multiple attempts have been made by hackers to compromise the extremely low radio frequency once used by the US Navy to send nuclear launch approval to submerged submarines. Additionally, the alleged Soviet system known as Perimetr was designed to automatically launch nuclear weapons if it was unable to establish communications with Soviet leadership. This was intended as a retaliatory response in the event that nuclear weapons had decapitated Soviet leadership; however it did not account for the possibility of cyber terrorists blocking communications through computer network operations in an attempt to engage the system. Should a warhead be launched, damage could be further enhanced through additional computer network operations. By using proxies, multi-layered attacks could be engineered. Terrorists could remotely commandeer computers in China and use them to launch a US nuclear attack against Russia. Thus Russia would believe it was under attack from the US and the US would believe China was responsible. Further, emergency response communications could be disrupted, transportation could be shut down, and disinformation, such as misdirection, could be planted, thereby hindering the disaster relief effort and maximizing destruction. Disruptions in communication and the use of disinformation could also be used to provoke uninformed responses. For example, a nuclear strike between India and Pakistan could be coordinated with Distributed Denial of Service attacks against key networks, so they would have further difficulty in identifying what happened and be forced to respond quickly. Terrorists could also knock out communications between these states so they cannot discuss the situation. Alternatively, amidst the confusion of a traditional large-scale terrorist attack, claims of responsibility and declarations of war could be falsified in an attempt to instigate a hasty military response. These false claims could be posted directly on Presidential, military, and government websites. E-mails could also be sent to the media and foreign governments using the IP addresses and e-mail accounts of government officials. A sophisticated and all encompassing combination of traditional terrorism and cyber terrorism could be enough to launch nuclear weapons on its own, without the need for compromising command and control centres directly.
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A. Interpretation – economic engagement requires expanding bilateral economic relations

Kahler, 6 - Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific Studies, University of California, San Diego (M., “Strategic Uses of Economic Interdependence: Engagement Policies on the Korean Peninsula and Across the Taiwan Strait” in Journal of Peace Research (2006), 43:5, p. 523-541, Sage Publications)
Economic engagement - a policy of deliberately expanding economic ties with an adversary in order to change the behavior of the target state and improve bilateral political relations - is a subject of growing interest in international relations. Most research on economic statecraft emphasizes coercive policies such as economic sanctions. This emphasis on negative forms of economic statecraft is not without justification: the use of economic sanctions is widespread and well documented, and several quantitative studies have shown that adversarial relations between countries tend to correspond to reduced, rather than enhanced, levels of trade (Gowa, 1994; Pollins, 1989). At the same time, however, relatively little is known about how often strategies of economic engagement are deployed: scholars disagree on this point, in part because no database cataloging instances of positive economic statecraft exists (Mastanduno, 2003). Beginning with the classic work of Hirschman (1945), most studies of economic engagement have been limited to the policies of great powers (Mastanduno, 1992; Davis, 1999; Skalnes, 2000; Papayoanou & Kastner, 1999/2000; Copeland, 1999/2000; Abdelal & Kirshner, 1999/2000). However, engagement policies adopted by South Korea and one other state examined in this study, Taiwan, demonstrate that engagement is not a strategy limited to the domain of great power politics and that it may be more widespread than previously recognized.

This means the plan has to be government-to-government – not private economic engagement

Daga, 13 - director of research at Politicas Publicas para la Libertad, in Bolivia, and a visiting senior policy analyst at the Heritage Foundation (Sergio, “Economics of the 2013-2014 Debate Topic:

U.S. Economic Engagement Toward Cuba, Mexico or Venezuela”, National Center for Policy Analysis, 5/15, http://www.ncpa.org/pdfs/Message_to_Debaters_6-7-13.pdf)

Economic engagement between or among countries can take many forms, but this document will focus on government-to-government engagement through 1) international trade agreements designed to lower barriers to trade; and 2) government foreign aid; next, we will contrast government-to-government economic engagement with private economic engagement through 3) international investment, called foreign direct investment; and 4) remittances and migration by individuals.  All of these areas are important with respect to the countries mentioned in the debate resolution; however, when discussing economic engagement by the U.S. federal government, some issues are more important with respect to some countries than to others.

‘Its’ is a possessive pronoun showing ownership

Glossary of English Grammar Terms, 2005  

(http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary/possessive-pronoun.html)

Mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, theirs are the possessive pronouns used to substitute a noun and to show possession or ownership. EG. This is your disk and that's mine. (Mine substitutes the word disk and shows that it belongs to me.)

B. Violation – the plan uses an intermediary bank

C. Voting issue –

1.  Limits – a government limit is the only way to keep the topic manageable – otherwise they could use any 3rd party intermediary, lift barriers to private engagement, or target civil society – it makes topic preparation impossible

2. Ground – formal governmental channels are key to predictable relations disads and counterplans that test ‘engagement’

CP
Text:  The United States federal government should establish an international food reserve to be managed by the World Food Program, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration should:

· release sulfate aerosols sufficient to increase Earth’s albedo by two percent, distributed over time, near the tropical upward branch of the stratospheric circulation system, 

· adjust albedo enhancement as necessary as data becomes available based on the results, 

· and should not stop abruptly without taking into account the effect on carbon sinks, or without the ability to quickly restart if necessary.

Establishing international grain reserves solves price spikes and incentivizes countries to not create their own grain reserves – builds resilience

von Braun, 09 - director general of the International Food Policy Research Institute (Joachim, “Eliminating Drastic Food Price Spikes – a three pronged approach for reserves,” March, http://www.ifpri.org/PUBS/reservenote20090302.asp)
The Proposed Global actions

The three global collective actions we propose—a small, independent physical emergency reserve, a international coordinated global grain reserve and a virtual reserve and intervention mechanism backed up by a financial fund—would avoid the collapse of confidence in the international grain market, with many countries now trying to achieve grain self-sufficiency and rebuild their own public reserves while ensuring that the world can respond to emergency needs for food and prevent extreme price spikes. The independent emergency reserve. A modest emergency reserve of around 300,000–500,000 metric tons of basic grains—about 5 percent of the current food aid flows of 6.7 million wheat-equivalent metric tons—would be supplied by the main grain-producing countries and funded by a group of countries participating in the scheme (The Club). This decentralized reserve would be located at strategic points near or in major developing-country regions, using existing national storage facilities. The reserve, to be used exclusively for emergency response and humanitarian assistance, would be managed by the World Food Programme (WFP). The WFP would have access to the grain at pre-crisis market prices to reduce the need for short-term ad hoc fundraising. To cover the cost of restoring the reserve to its initial level (that is, the difference between the post-crisis price and the pre-crisis price times the quantity of reserves used by WFP), an emergency fund should be created and its level maintained by the participating countries. The fund should be accompanied by a financing facility that the WFP could draw upon as needed to cope with potentially increased transport costs, as experienced in the 2008 crisis. This arrangement could also be defined under a newly designed Food Aid Convention. A new international coordinated global food reserve. The end result of the recent grain crisis is the collapse of confidence in the international grain market, with many countries now trying to achieve grain self-sufficiency and rebuild their own public reserves. While the motivation of each country is justifiable, the result will be a very inefficient global production system, a large total global reserve, and a very thin global grain market. In this case, if a country encounters an unexpected shock to its demand or supply which is larger than its public reserves, not only will its domestic price surge, but also any attempts to import grain from a thin global market will cause the global market price to surge. A food crisis akin to the recent one may not be avoidable by individual country action alone. It is imperative, therefore, to find a way to coordinate each country’s efforts and to restore confidence in international grain market. While the specific features for a new international coordinated effort could be further discussed we propose that there should be an agreement under the auspices of the United Nations that each member country (from The Club) will hold a certain amount of public grain reserve in addition to the pipeline stock that the private sector holds for commercial operations. Although the exact amount of public reserve that each country holds is a subject for study, it will not be too large as a percentage of its domestic grain demand annually. These reserves would be drawn upon by the high-level technical commission only when needed for intervention in the spot market. 

Counterplan solves warming- natural albedo enhancement and best climate science prove

Ikle, CSIS distinguished scholar, and Wood, Hoover Institute research fellow, 2008
[Fred, undersecretary of defense for policy for President Ronald Reagan and director of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency for Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford, and Lowell, "Climatic Engineering," The National Interest, l/n, accessed 9-6-10, mss]

Moreover, climate scientists now warn us we cannot  be sure that the envisaged future emission controls would stabilize the climate anywhere close to its present state. Instead, we are told that substantially more warming is “locked in” by what has already transpired. We clearly need to find more promising ways to address the whole global warming issue. The policies discussed to date in the global warming conferences have addressed only half the arena for remedial action—the inside of the “greenhouse.” They seek to end the accumulation of greenhouse gases (principally carbon dioxide and methane) within the atmosphere, where these gasses entrap infrared radiation rising from the Earth-surface and lower atmosphere. This entrapment is akin to the glass cover of a greenhouse that keeps the planted vegetables warmer than if they were left exposed to the open air, by admitting the shorter wavelengths of sunlight while reflecting back into the greenhouse the longer wavelengths of thermal infrared radiation and thus preventing the loss of “trapped” heat. The other arena for action is outside of the “greenhouse.” It offers opportunities for reducing global warming by increasing the fraction of incoming sunlight that is reflected outward by theupper atmosphere back into space. Expressed in the metaphoric language of the “greenhouse effect”, this type of climate geoengineering would put a parasol over the greenhouse to scatter away roughly 2 percent of incoming sunlight, instead of letting this small fraction impinge on our planet’s biosphere through the “greenhouse roof” (which in fact is the Earth’s lower atmosphere). In the language of climate science, such geoengineering would increase by a few percent the Earth’salbedo—theratio of incoming sunlight reflected back into spacerelative to the total inbound from the Sun.4 Nature routinely variesthe local values of the Earth’s albedo by substantial amounts, with clouds being the most familiar and quantitatively most important reflective entities, and ice- and snow-covered regions the next most significant. Episodically,large regions of our planethave been cooled for several years by major volcanic eruptions, which inject millions of tons of fine particulate material—mostly sulfate aerosols—into the stratosphere, where they increase the albedo until they’re slowly removed by natural processes. For instance, the Mount Pinatubo eruptionin 1991causeda coolingof most of the Earth for a few years, of a magnitudewhich was roughlyequivalent to reversing half of the totalglobal warmingthat occurred during the entire twentieth century. The idea of artificially increasing the Earth’s albedo is not new. In 1992, a report by the National Academy of Sciences foundthe prospect of lower stratospheric-basedalbedo enhancement to be “feasible, economical, and capable. . . .” And it doesn’tnecessarily have unpleasant side effects. Professor Paul Crutzen, who received the Nobel Prize for his work onatmospheric ozone, wrotein 2005 that climate geoengineering with sulfate aerosols sufficient to offset the global warmingcaused by a doubling of the atmospheric carbon dioxide content (which might occur by 2100) wouldprobably do less damageto the upper stratospheric ozone layer thandid the Mount Pinatubovolcanic eruption in 1991.

CP 2

Text: All relevant states sharing a border with Mexico should substantially increase their funding of infrastructure projects in the United States near United States ports of entry to Mexico through the coordinated border infrastructure program. 

The CBI is a block grant program which allows states to finance border infrastructure – this includes cross-border cooperation and implementation with Mexico

FHWA 10 – last date cited, the FHWA is the Federal Highway Administration that runs the CBI (“Fact Sheets on Highway Provisions: COORDINATED BORDER INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM” http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/factsheets/borders.htm)

COORDINATED BORDER INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM¶ Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009¶ Authorization $123M $145M $165M $190M $210M¶ Program Purpose¶ To improve the safe movement of motor vehicles at or across the land border between the U.S. and Canada and the land border between the U.S. and Mexico. This program replaces the TEA-21 Coordinated Border Infrastructure discretionary program which ends after 2005.¶ Statutory References¶ SAFETEA-LU Section(s): 1101(a)(11), 1303¶ Funding/Formula¶ Funded by contract authority, funds are subject to the overall Federal-aid obligation limitation, not transferable except as permitted for transfer to GSA (see below), and remain available until expended.¶ Funding/Formula¶ Funded by contract authority, funds are subject to the overall Federal-aid obligation limitation, not transferable except as permitted for transfer to GSA (see below), and remain available until expended.¶ Funds are to be apportioned among border States based on factors related to the movement of people and goods through the land border ports of entry within the boundaries of the State as follows:¶ 20% based on number of incoming commercial trucks¶ 30% number of incoming personal motor vehicles and buses¶ 25% based on weight of incoming cargo by commercial trucks¶ 25% based on number of land border ports of entry¶ For FY 2005, $140 million is provided for the combination of the National Corridor Planning and Development and Coordinated Border Infrastructure discretionary programs under Sections 1118 and 1119 of TEA-21 to be administered under the terms of those sections.. [1101(a)(19)]¶ Eligible Use of Funds¶ States may use funds in a border region, defined as any portion of a border State within 100 miles of an international land border with Canada or Mexico, for the following types of improvements to facilitate/expedite cross border motor vehicle and cargo movements:¶ improvements to existing transportation and supporting infrastructure¶ construction of highways and related safety and safety enforcement facilities related to international trade¶ operational improvements, including those related to electronic data interchange and use of telecommunications¶ modifications to regulatory procedures¶ international coordination of transportation planning, programming, and border operation with Canada and Mexico.¶ Program Features¶ Projects in Canada or Mexico – a border State may use these funds to construct a project in Canada or Mexicoif the project directly and predominantly facilitates cross-border vehicle and cargo movement at an international port of entry in the border region of the State. Canada/Mexico must assure that the project will be constructed to standards equivalent to those in the US, and be maintained and used over the useful life of the facility only for the purpose for which the funds were allocated.¶ Transfers to General Services Administration (GSA) – if a border State requests, the Secretary approves, and GSA agrees, up to 15% or $5M (whichever is less) of the State's border program funds may be transferred to GSA to carry out 1 or more eligible projects. The State must provide the non-Federal share directly to GSA.¶ Federal Share¶ The Federal share is generally 80 percent, subject to the sliding scale adjustment. When the funds are used for Interstate projects to add high occupancy vehicle or auxiliary lanes, but not other lanes, the Federal share may be 90 percent, also subject to the sliding scale adjustment. Certain safety improvements listed in 23 USC 120(c) have a Federal share of 100 percent.\

Manufacturing

Manufacturing growth high now—only evaluate studies that use national data
ISM 3/1 

Institute for supply management, a highly influential and respected association in the global marketplace, not-for-profit educational association that serves professionals and organizations with an interest in supply management in more than 80 countries, “Februrary 2013 Manufacturing ISM Report on Business”, March 1 2013, www.ism.ws/ismreport/mfgrob.cfmNoparstak

DO NOT CONFUSE THIS NATIONAL REPORT with the various regional purchasing reports released across the country. The national report's information reflects the entire United States, while the regional reports contain primarily regional data from their local vicinities. Also, the information in the regional reports is not used in calculating the results of the national report. The information compiled in this report is for the month of February 2013. New Orders, Production and Employment Growing Inventories Growing Supplier Deliveries Slowing (Tempe, Arizona) — Economic activity in the manufacturing sector expanded in February for the third consecutive month, and theoverall economy grew for the 45th consecutive month, say the nation's supply executives in the latest Manufacturing ISM Report On Business®. The report was issued today by Bradley J. Holcomb, CPSM, CPSD, chair of the Institute for Supply Management™ Manufacturing Business Survey Committee. "The PMI™ registered 54.2 percent, an increase of 1.1 percentage points from January's reading of 53.1 percent, indicating expansion in manufacturing for the third consecutive month. This month's reading reflects the highest PMI™ since June 2011, when the index registered 55.8 percent. The New Orders Index registered 57.8 percent, an increase of 4.5 percent over January's reading of 53.3 percent, indicating growth in new orders for the second consecutive month. As was the case in January, all five of the PMI™'s component indexes — new orders, production, employment, supplier deliveries and inventories — registered in positive territory in February. In addition, the Backlog of Orders, Exports and Imports Indexes all grew in February relative to January." Of the 18 manufacturing industries, 15 are reporting growth in February in the following order: Apparel, Leather & Allied Products; Miscellaneous Manufacturing; Paper Products; Electrical Equipment, Appliances & Components; Plastics & Rubber Products; Fabricated Metal Products; Furniture & Related Products; Petroleum & Coal Products; Wood Products; Printing & Related Support Activities; Transportation Equipment; Nonmetallic Mineral Products; Food, Beverage & Tobacco Products; Machinery; and Primary Metals. The three industries reporting contraction in February are: Textile Mills; Computer & Electronic Products; and Chemical Products.

**PMIs=Purchasing Managers Index economic indicators derived from monthly surveys of private sector companies. 

Offshoring is key to manufacturing—turns the advantage

Lewin et al 08 

Arie, Professor of Strategy and International Business at the Fuqua School of Business, Duke University; Silvia, Senior Lecturer at Manchester Business School; Carine, Senior Research Fellow, Solvay Business School, ECARES and Centre Emile Bernheim; Why Are Companies Offshoring Innovation? The Emerging Global Race for Talent*, https://offshoring.fuqua.duke.edu/pdfs/conference2009/Lewin%20Massini%20Peeters%20JIBS%20paper.pdf)
In this paper we investigate four main types of firm-specific objectives as expressions of managers’ intentionality that may determine decisions to offshore innovation and product development projects (beyond cost savings): access to qualified personnel, accelerating growth, increasing speed to market and becoming global players. Ernst (2006) argues that competing in the emerging global market for knowledge workers has become a strategic priority especially for high tech firms;as such competition creates new sources of talent which of necessity must be tapped in order to optimize human capital. Combined with the evidence on the tight labor market for S&E graduates in the US, this suggests that the need to find and recruit qualified personnel is likely to be an important determinant of the decision to offshore product development work. Similarly, as a means to increasing the pool of resources (talent) available to a firm, offshoring can alleviate some constraints that are potentially impeding the achievement of the firm’s growth objectives. The growth strategy of a firm may involve expansion of existing businesses and entering new markets. For science- and technology-based companies in particular, exploiting new market opportunities often requires access to engineers and scientists capable of developing new products and technologies or adapting existing ones. Companies with significant growth objectives may therefore decide to offshore some of their product development activities to countries where such talent are in relative abundant supply. The pressure to increase speed to market with new or improved products faster than competition may also affect companies’ offshoring strategies. Speed to market can be improved by having access to a flexible pool of qualified engineers necessary for responding to changes in demand and for exploiting market and technological opportunities, as well as by new organizational arrangements that enable development around the clock (most product development teams typically work the day shift in the US). Deploying teams of qualified engineers offshore has been shown to provide flexibility for scaling product development efforts up or down as needed, and to allow companies to manage product development processes using a “follow the sun” schedule. Finally, internationalizing innovation through offshoring leads firms to further globalize their activities as they tap new geographic knowledge clusters (diverse labor pools, specific expertise anywhere in the world).
We control the internal link—Offshore R&D is the only way to open new markets and is key to global commercialization

Huggins et al 2007 

Robert, Senior Lecturer in Enterprise at the Management School at the University of Sheffield (UK), Global Knowledge and R&D Foreign Direct Investment Flows: Recent Patterns in Asia Pacific, Europe, and North America, International Review of Applied Economics, Vol. 21, No. 3, 437–451, July)
While there is evidence that much of the technology developed abroad by large firms remains in their core area of strength, R&D undertaken by MNEs in foreign locations is also increasingly associated with a higher probability of achieving entry into new and more distantly related fields of technology. Such knowledgeseeking activities are undertaken to help define the future directions in the evolution of the corporation’s sources of competitiveness (Blanc & Sierra, 1999; Pearce, 1999; Chung & Alcácer, 2002). Therefore, investment in overseas R&D by MNEs should be considered as being an integral part of the evolution of their approach to the strategic positioning of their wider global operations, and will depend on the stage of evolution of the firm’s globalisation strategy (Pearce, 1999). It has been suggested that two key developments emerge as critical in (re)defining the strategic position of overseas R&D (Pearce, 1999; Pearce & Papanastassiou, 1999) and the choice of location. The first of these is the new role played by decentralised R&D facilities in ensuring that the technology currently available to the MNEs is applied commercially and as effectively as possible in all differentiated segments of the global market. The second role provides overseas facilities with positions in centrally-coordinated global programmes of basic or applied research, the ultimate objectives of which is to reinforce or revitalise the core technology of the MNE.
Heg also doesn't solve anything—global institutions are crumbling

Layne, 12 - Robert M. Gates Chair in Intelligence and National Security at the George Bush School of Government and Public Service at Texas A&M University and Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of California at Berkeley (Christopher, 2012, "The Time It's Real: The End of Unipolarity and the Pax Americana", International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 56, Ebsco, p. 3, KONTOPOULOS)

Following the Cold War’s end, the United States used its second unipolar moment to consolidate the Pax Americana by expanding both its geopolitical and ideological ambitions. In the Great Recession’s aftermath, however, the economic foundation of the Pax Americana has crumbled, and its ideational and institutional pillars have been weakened. Although the United States remains preeminent militarily, the rise of new great powers like China, coupled with US fiscal and economic constraints, means that over the next decade or two the United States’ military dominance will be challenged. The decline of American power means the end of US dominance in world politics and a transition to a new constellation of world power. Without the ‘‘hard’’ power (military and economic) upon which it was built, the Pax Americana is doomed to wither in the early twenty-first century. Indeed, because of China’s great-power emergence, and the United States’ own domestic economic weaknesses, it already is withering.
Squo solves
Ignatius 12 (David Ignatius writes a twice-a-week foreign affairs column and contributes to the PostPartisan blog. Ignatius joined The Post in 1986 as editor of its Sunday Outlook section. In 1990 he became foreign editor, and in 1993, assistant managing editor for business news. He began writing his column in 1998 and continued even during a three-year stint as executive editor of the International Herald Tribune in Paris. Earlier in his career, Ignatius was a reporter for The Wall Street Journal, covering at various times the steel industry, the Justice Department, the CIA, the Senate, the Middle East and the State Department. Ignatius grew up in Washington, D.C., and studied political theory at Harvard College and economics at Kings College, Cambridge., 5/4/2012, "An economic boom ahead?", www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/an-economic-boom-ahead/2012/05/04/gIQAbj5K2T_story.html) 
Energy security would be one building block of a new prosperity. The other would be the revival of U.S. manufacturing and other industries. This would be driven in part by the low cost of electricity in the United States, which West forecasts will be relatively flat through the rest of this decade, and one-half to one-third that of economic competitors such as Spain, France or Germany. The coming manufacturing recovery is the subject of several studies by the Boston Consulting Group. I’ll focus here on the most recent one, “U.S. Manufacturing Nears the Tipping Point,” which appeared in March. What’s happening, according to BCG, is a “reshoring” back to America of manufacturing that previously migrated offshore, especially to China. The analysts estimate that by 2015, China’s cost advantagewill have shrunk to the point that many manufacturers will prefer to open plants in the United States. In the vast manufacturing region surrounding Shanghai, total compensation packages will be about 25 percent of those for comparable workers in low-cost U.S. manufacturing states. But given higher American productivity, effective labor costs will be about 60 percent of those in America — not low enough to compensate U.S. manufacturers for the risks and volatility of operating in China.In about five years, argue the BCG economists, the cost-risk balance will reach an inflection point in seven key industries where manufacturers had been moving to China: computers and electronics, appliances and electrical equipment, machinery, furniture, fabricated metals, plastics and rubber, and transportation goods. The industries together amounted to a nearly $2 trillion market in the United States in 2010, with China producing about $200 billion of that total. As manufacturers in these “tipping point” industries move back to America, BCG estimates, the U.S. economy will add $80 billion to $120 billion in annual output, and 2 million to 3 million new jobs, in direct manufacturing and spin-off employment. To complete this rosy picture, the analysts forecast that in about five years, U.S. exports will increase by at least $65 billion annually. Hold on, Dr. Pangloss. Those are just economists’ estimates. What do real manufacturers say? Well, BCG has some new numbers on that, too. In April, the consulting firm released asurvey of executives at 106 U.S.-based companies with annual sales of more than $1 billion. Thirty-seven percent of them said they were planning to reshore manufacturing operations or “actively considering” the move. Among larger companies with sales of more than $10 billion, the positive response rose to 48 percent. Talking about American decline has become a national sport among policy intellectuals. The country still has severe political problems, but the numbers in these new studies make me wonder if some of the deep pessimism is misplaced. 

Warming

No impact – warming will take centuries and adaptation solves

Mendelsohn 9 – Robert O. Mendelsohn 9, the Edwin Weyerhaeuser Davis Professor, Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, Yale University, June 2009, “Climate Change and Economic Growth,” online: http://www.growthcommission.org/storage/cgdev/documents/gcwp060web.pdf

These statements are largely alarmist and misleading. Although climate change is a serious problem that deserves attention, society’s immediate behavior has an extremely low probability of leading to catastrophic consequences. The science and economics of climate change is quite clear that emissions over the next few decades will lead to only mild consequences. The severe impacts predicted by alarmists require a century (or two in the case of Stern 2006) of no mitigation. Many of the predicted impacts assume there will be no or little adaptation. The net economic impacts from climate change over the next 50 years will be small regardless. Most of the more severe impacts will take more than a century or even a millennium to unfold and many of these “potential” impactswill never occur because people will adapt. It is not at allapparent that immediate and dramatic policies need to be developed to thwart long‐range climate risks. What is needed are long‐run balanced responses.

Expanding the NADBank mandate to include transportation infrastructure crushes environment-based projects – overstretches the institution

George Kourous (directs the IRC's BIOC program, Writer, Editor & Senior Program Associate at International Relations Center (IRC)) October 2000 “The Great NADBank Debate” ProQuest

The charter that createdBECC and NADBank requires the institutions to support projects that address "water pollution, wastewater treatment, municipal solid waste management, and related matters." Now, NADBank management is recommending that this list be expanded to include seven new areas, including: general air quality projects; air quality projects related to street paving; housing improvements and mortgages; industrial and hazardous wastes; municipal urban roads and public transportation; water and wastewater home installations; and water transfers (agricultural to municipal).¶ The recommendation has gotten mixed reviews. Municipal government officials working to provide their communities with potable water, wastewater treatment, and solid waste disposal facilities are the most skeptical. Hector Gonzalez, Strategic Business Manager at the El Paso Water Utilities Board, thinks that these are still the priority areas for border infrastructure development and that BECC and NADBank should stick to their original mission.¶ "Our concern is that by expanding the scope of the kinds of projects they fund, they might limit funding for water and wastewater projects," Gonzalez explains. "There's still lots of work to be done in those areas, and the focus should be there first."¶ Mariano Martinez, Director of Public Works for the border town of Calexico, California, is also wary. "I don't agree with it," he says. "They're going to lose sight of the original intent, which was to address these environmental infrastructure needs, especially in small border communities."¶ Border environment expert Mark Spalding, while not 100% opposed to all the proposed additions, has similar concerns. "I would like to search for more and better ways to make NADBank's capital affordable," he says, "rather than to quickly over-expand the mandate. After all, the original mandate was selected for a reason."¶ In addition to these concerns, other aspects of the bank's proposal have raised red flags for border environmentalists. For example, Mark Spalding and others have pointed out that aside from diverting resources from the border's still-pressing needs related to clean water, wastewater treatment, and solid waste disposal, some of the new areas proposed by NADBank--such as transportation infrastructure and water transfers--could easily exacerbate environmental problems on the border rather than ameliorate them. "Water transfers," notes Spalding, "are not environmentally sound. They often foster further population growth and neglect the needs of natural ecosystems, including in-stream flows."¶ Another concern is that many of the new projects proposed by NADBank are more likely to benefit private industry than border communities. A proposed railway to connect the port of San Diego to Arizona and the rest of the U.S., for instance, is highlighted in the bank's report as a way of reducing traffic congestion and air pollution. These are difficult goals to find fault with, say environmentalists, but ultimately will benefit the private sector most--at the possible expense of the border's poor households, many of whom still lack basic services like running water and sewage disposal. 

NADBank expansion crushes the BECC

George Kourous (directs the IRC's BIOC program, Writer, Editor & Senior Program Associate at International Relations Center (IRC)) October 2000 “The Great NADBank Debate” ProQuest

 Smothering BECC

Because this debate started as a discussion focused solely on NADBank, little attention was paid to the impact that mandate expansion would have on BECC. Most observers agree, however, that because NADBank is required to work with BECC and can only fund BECC-certified projects, any expansion at the bank would have to be mirrored at BECC. Indeed, a favorite phrase of NADBank General Manager Victor Miramontes used to be that BECC and NADBank were "joined at the hip."¶ Aside from the possible side-effect of diverting attention and resources away from the border's pressing water, waste-water, and solid waste infrastructure needs, expanding NADBank's mandate and requiring BECC to match that expansion would place an additional financial burden on the already strapped-for-cash institution. "Currently, BECC is too under-funded to do more than a cursory review of water, wastewater, and solid waste projects, where it does have considerable expertise," says Cyrus Reed. "Any expansion of the types of projects considered would necessitate creating some kind of financial mechanism to assure an adequate BECC review, administration of that review, and the required public participation component."¶ Each year, BECC's budget must depend upon appropriations from both Mexico and the United States. BECC appropriations debates have become annual battles, and have led to an actual drop in BECC's budget even as the institution has taken on more projects and responsibilities. If the expansion of NADBank's mandate were tied to increased funds, it might actually help put BECC on more solid ground. On the other hand, if that expansion comes without additional funding for BECC, border environmentalists warn that BECC will find itself severely overstrained and could buckle. Organizations like the Texas Center for Policy Studies caution that, even with additional funding, this could still be a danger.¶ Despite the fact the BECC and NADBank are required to work together as sister institutions, the bank has done little to bring BECC into the process of examining mandate expansion.¶ When BECC first caught wind that the bank was considering the matter, it suggested that a bi-institution working committee be formed, but NADBank did not bite. BECC also suggested a jointly conducted series of public consultations, again with no bank follow up. BECC also asked to make a public presentation on the topic at NADBank's last public board of director's meeting in July, but the bank declined BECC's offer.¶ "We're not particularly happy about the manner in which the NADBank set out to do this, and that has mainly to do with the fact that NADBank and the BECC are sister institutions that are supposed to work like two arms on the same body," says Lynda Taylor, "and they sort of launched this initiative without any real discussion with the BECC. They just sort of told us, `we're doing this, and we'll take your comments when we take all the other public comments.'"¶ Mark Spalding says NADBank's failure to consult with BECC when developing its proposal was a serious mistake. "It appears that the draft document was prepared without direct and meaningful advance consultation with the BECC," he notes. "That omission alone makes the draft fatally flawed. Mandate expansion is too important an issue to go without such consultation, and the NADBank board should take no action until such full consultation is undertaken."
Icebergs are a negative feedback – none of their evidence takes this into account

Macfarlane, 09 

(Jo, The Daily Mail Online. “Amazing discovery of green algae which could save the world from global warming” http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-1104772/Amazing-discovery-green-algae-save-world-global-warming.html?ITO=1490#)

Melting icebergs, so long the iconic image of global warming, are triggering a natural process that could delay or even end climate change, British scientists have found.  A team working on board the Royal Navy’s HMS Endurance off the coast of Antarctica have discovered tiny particles of iron are released into the sea as the ice melts.  The iron feeds algae, which blooms and sucks up damaging carbon dioxide (CO2), then sinks, locking away the harmful greenhouse gas for hundreds of years.  The team think the process could hold the key to staving off globally rising temperatures.  Lead researcher Professor Rob Raiswell, from Leeds University, said: ‘The Earth itself seems to want to save us.’  As a result of the findings, a ground-breaking experiment will be held this month off the British island of South Georgia, 800 miles south east of the Falklands. It will see if the phenomenon could be harnessed to contain rising carbon emissions.  Researchers will use several tons of iron sulphate to create an artificial bloom of algae. The patch will be so large it will be visible from space.  Scientists already knew that releasing iron into the sea stimulates the growth of algae. But environmentalists had warned that to do so artificially might damage the planet’s fragile ecosystem.  Last year, the UN banned iron fertilisation in the Great Southern Ocean.  However, the new findings show the mechanism has actually been operating naturally for millions of years within the isolated southern waters. And it has led to the researchers being granted permission by the UN to move ahead with the experiment.  The scientist who will lead the next stage of the study, Professor Victor Smetacek, said: ‘The gas is sure to be out of the Earth’s atmosphere for several hundred years.’  The aim is to discover whether artificially fertilising the area will create more algae in the Great Southern Ocean. That ocean is an untapped resource for soaking up CO2 because it doesn’t have much iron, unlike other seas.  It covers 20million square miles, and scientists say that if this could all be treated with iron, the resulting algae would remove three-and-a-half gigatons of carbon dioxide. This is equivalent to one eighth of all emissions annually created by burning fossil fuels such as oil, gas and coal.  It would also be equal to removing all carbon dioxide emitted from every power plant, chimney and car exhaust in the rapidly expanding industries of India and Japan.  However, the experts warn it is too early to say whether it will work.  The team from ice patrol ship HMS Endurance used sledgehammers to chip deep into the interior of a 33ft-long mass of polar ice from half-a-dozen house-sized icebergs that had blown ashore in Antarctica.  Once back in the UK, they used a special microscope to analyse the samples, which revealed what they had been looking for – tiny iron particles, only a few millionths of a millimetre wide, embedded deep within the ice. Until now, it was thought that the only source of iron in the Southern Ocean was wind blowing in metal compounds from the deserts of nearby continents like Australia. But the research has disproved this.  Prof Raiswell said: ‘These particles measure only a fraction of a millimetre, but they have great importance for the global climate.’  Rising global temperatures, particularly over the past 50 years, have increased the rate at which polar ice melts, causing sea levels to rise.  Ten of the warmest years on record have been since 1991, with experts predicting that 2009 could be the hottest year yet.  The climate-change effect is set to substantially increase over the coming decades, as developing industrial nations pump out more CO2. Temperatures along the Antarctic Peninsula alone have increased by 2.5C over the past 50 years.  But for every percentage point increase in the amount of ice that breaks off, Prof Raiswell calculates that a further 26million tons of CO2 is removed from the atmosphere.
NADBank fails – cost inefficiencies, sovereignty

Vanderpool 6 (Tim Vanderpool, “NADBank Blues: Will Border Cleanup Efforts Be Abandoned,” 04/13/2006, http://www.tucsonweekly.com/tucson/nadbank-blues/Content?oid=1083801, AC)

Still, the NADBank has been no stranger to criticism. Environmentalists condemn its secretive operating style, while others have chastised the bank's inability to offer lower-interest loans to desperately poor communities.¶ Congress liberalized the finance rate structure in 2001, allowing the bank more loan flexibility. But the criticism has nonetheless grown among U.S. Treasury Department officials, who target the bank's administrative costs totaling about $80 million over the past dozen years.¶There are also NADBank critics south of the line. According to Hugh Holub, they include officials at Mexico's treasury department, Hacienda. "We were getting info that the attack (on NADBank) was coming from Hacienda," Holub says. "The EPA reaches through the NADBank to (provide grants). So you have the EPA setting all these terms and conditions for spending that money. The Mexicans didn't particularly like having conditions imposed on them--conditions that were impinging on theirsovereignty."¶ Attempts to contact Hacienda officials for comment were unsuccessful.¶ Nancy Woo is associate director of the EPA's Region 9 Water Division. She denies that the agency is heavy-handed in Mexico. "I don't think that's an issue," she says from her San Francisco office. For example, "We have a very good working relationship with (Mexico's) federal water authority."¶This conflict hit a fever pitch last year, when word leaked out that NADBank's future was under discussion between U.S. Treasury and Hacienda negotiators. Those murky bull sessions reportedly included disbanding the NADBank altogether.¶Such claims are denied by Brookly McLaughlin, a Treasury Department spokeswoman. "There has probably been some confusion," she says. "There were all these reports that we were talking about closing the bank, and we never said that. We had no intention to close the bank."¶Not true, says NADBank spokesman Juan Antonio Flores. "We learned in late January that there were discussions among some representatives at the U.S. Treasury and Hacienda," he says. "They were looking at the role of the bank and what its future may be. Among options being considered was possible closure of the bank."¶ Still, Treasury Department officials have been more honest about their ongoing complaints. "Our concern is with the functioning of the bank," says McLaughlin. "We think the administrative costs are pretty high.” 

Water

Infrastructure projects for water empirically fail

Walsh 12(Casey, Anthropology Department, University of California, Santa Barbara, California 93106-3210 USA, Water infrastructures in the U.S./Mexico borderlands  4(1):8. http://dx.doi.org/10.)
Infrastructures are long-term investments that commit sizeable amounts of capital to the support of certain productive schemes, and in so doing they provide a temporary escape to the problem of overaccumulation generated within the production process. By their very nature they are inflexible and generate path dependency.Physical infrastructures are massive works built into the environment that cannot be destroyed, changed or abandoned from one day to the next. Social infrastructures also have a great deal of inertia and are resistant to change, as many studies of modernization and development projects have pointed out (Scott 1998). Both kinds of infrastructure return value over a very long time frame, and cannot be abandoned before then without writing off the investments made in them. For these reasons the history of infrastructures is somewhat out of step with the cycles of accumulation and crisis, and the transitions between regimes of accumulation. As we can see in the case of the borderlands crisis of irrigated agriculture, infrastructures often overstay their welcome.
Multiple alt causes to Mexican ag

Carvallo, Negocios, 2012
[Sergio Carvallo, September 2012, Mexico’s Food and Agriculture Sector, “Mexican agriculture: An Arable Land of Opportunity,” http://www.promexico.gob.mx/archivos/promx_Magazine/26/pdfFile_26_NE0912_WEB_SPREADS.pdf, pg. 12-13]

Mexico has an important natural resource that is fundamental for agriculture: the sun. Furthermore, the floating exchange rate is a plus for the agribusiness sector as are gov- ernment-sponsored marketing programs and contract agriculture in the case of corn, barley and other crops. An untapped treasure of idle agricultural land can also be found, particu- larly in Mexico’s southern tropical areas. However, in order for Mexico’s agribusi- ness sector to reach its full potential, some challenges must be faced. For instance, those related to promoting a more produc- tive use of the land. There are certain farm- ers’ organizations that need to adopt a more market-oriented approach and introduce available technologies into their production processes to improve their productivity. The inefficient use and scarcity of water in cer- tain regions also needs to be tackled in or- der to prevent production losses. Addition- ally, the production of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) has to be addressed to improve productivity in the countryside, strengthening Mexico’s food security.

Their claims are too generalizing- no observed link between high food prices and conflict

Ivanic and Martin 08- *PhD in agricultural economics from Purude, economist with the Agriculture and Rural Development team of the Development Economics Research Group at the World Bank **PhD from Iowa State, Research Manager, Agriculture and Rural Development at the World Bank(Maros and Will, April, “Implications of Higher Global Food Prices for Poverty in Low-Income Countries,” The World Bank Development Research Group//MGD)

Since 2005, the world has experienced a dramatic surgeinthe price of many staple food commodities. The price of maize increased by 80 percent between 2005 and 2007, and has since risen further. Many other commodity prices also rose sharply over this period: milk powder by 90 percent, wheat by 70 percent and rice by about 25 percent. Annual average prices of key staple foods are shown in Figure 1. Clearly, such large increases in prices may have tremendous impacts on the real incomes of poor households in developing countries. Despite widespread concern about the impacts of high food prices on poor people and on social stability (eg FAO 2007; World Bank 2008a), little hard information appears to be available on actual impactson poor people. The overall impact on poverty rates in poor countries depends on whether the gains to poor net producers outweigh the adverse impacts on poor consumers. Whether higher food prices improve or worsen the situation of particular households depends importantly on the products involved; the patterns of household incomes and expenditures; and the policy responses of governments (World Bank 2008b). Existing analyses tell us that the impacts of higher food prices on poverty are likely to be very diverse, depending upon the reasons for the price change and on the structure of the economy (Hertel and Winters 2006; Ravallion and Lokhsin 2005). A great deal depends on the distribution of net buyers and net sellers of food among low-income households (Aksoy and Isik-Dikmelik 2007). Only with careful examination of outcomes at the household level is it possible to tell whether changes in the prices of specific staple foods will help or hurt poor people.

Droughts not destroying Mexican Agriculture – Drug Violence is

Pack 10 (William, Journalist for My San Antonio, My San Antonio, Growing Threat to Mexico’s Crops, December 11, http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Growing-threat-to-Mexico-s-crops-873938.php)

The drug violence in Mexico has a newpotential victim: the potent agricultural sector in that country and its multibillion-dollar ties to consumers, farmers and ranchers in the United States.¶So far, two South Texas produce companies have changed the way they conduct business there.¶It's primarily how they move strawberries, melons, onions and other produce out of Mexico that has been affected rather than the growing practices themselves, company representatives said.¶While officials agreed the U.S.'s booming agricultural trade with Mexico was not facing significant risks from drug cartels now, they were less certain it could stand up to several more years of drug-related challenges.¶ “It's in the back of (everyone's) mind,” said Curtis DeBerry, who owns Boerne-based Progreso Produce. “It has the potential to be a problem.”¶Progreso already is transporting commodities grown in places like the city of Tampico on Mexico's Gulf Coast and the state of Guanajuato in central Mexico in multi-truck caravans from Ciudad Victoria in Tamaulipas state to Texas about 300 miles to the north.¶The border region is the riskiest area in Mexico, and drivers need the added security, DeBerry said.¶ Drivers for Edinburg-based Frontera Produce, meanwhile, stay off the most isolated roads and try not to travel at night while bringing fruits and vegetables to Texas.¶It has onion growers in the Tampico area, raises pineapples farther south around the state of Veracruz and produces other crops throughout Mexico.¶“It's not good to be in the wrong place at the wrong time,” said Chris Eddy, Frontera's sales director.¶Still, he and DeBerry said the violence has not convinced the companies to trim Mexican operations this year, and they don't expect other Mexican growers to behave much differently.¶“There is a security issue along the border, but it has not affected agricultural shipments across the border,” DeBerry said.¶ At least, no one can say definitively that it has.¶Extortion demands by the cartel for safe transfer of agricultural commodities are widely rumored in Mexico but difficult to confirm. Shipments reportedly have been stolen and drivers harassed, though some speculate that drug cartels may not be as responsible for that violence as other criminals hiding behind the drug-related turmoil.¶ Still, random violence has increased in isolated areas of the country, raising the professional and personal risks of farmers and the chances they may flee to safer environments.¶Juan Anciso, a vegetable specialist with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service in Weslaco, said for Mexican growers with the money and the means to move, that's beginning.¶“People are being driven away from that sector,” he said. “It's too risky in Mexico.”¶The financial implications of a longer drug war are significant.¶ Mexico is the United States' second-largest agricultural trading partner, with bilateral trade topping $20 billion a year. Mexican exports nearly $6 billion of fresh fruits and vegetables a year into the U.S., and Texas is one of its key ports of entry, said John McClung, president of the Texas Produce Association. Avocados, melons, limes, strawberries, tomatoes, onions and peppers are among the biggest imports.¶McClung said Mexican growers are responsible for about 60 percent of the fresh fruit and vegetables that are consumed in and shipped from Texas.¶Anciso said the issues springing from Mexico's drug war have become more noticeable since this summer. He's talked to three sorghum farmers in Mexico who had been stung by the drug violence and were looking to buy thousands of acres of land in Texas.¶ One grower had his equipment stolen in Mexico and another faced extortion demands, Anciso said. He suspected vegetable growers and other farmers in Mexico faced similar problems.

Won’t escalate

Salehyan, 07
Assistant Professor of Political Science at University of Northern Texas (Idean, “The New Myth About Climate Change”, Foreign Policy, August 2007, May 29th 2010, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3922, KONTOPOULOS)

Dire scenarios like these may sound convincing, but they are misleading. Even worse, they are irresponsible, for they shift liability for wars and human rights abuses away from oppressive, corrupt governments. Additionally, focusing on climate change as a security threat that requires a military response diverts attention away from prudent adaptation mechanisms and new technologies that can prevent the worst catastrophes. First, aside from a few anecdotes, there is little systematic empirical evidence that resource scarcity and changing environmental conditions lead to conflict. In fact, several studies have shown that an abundance of natural resources is more likely to contribute to conflict. Moreover, even as the planet has warmed, the number of civil wars and insurgencies has decreased dramatically. Data collected by researchers at Uppsala University and the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo shows a steep decline in the number of armed conflicts around the world. Between 1989 and 2002, some 100 armed conflicts came to an end, including the wars in Mozambique, Nicaragua, and Cambodia. If global warming causes conflict, we should not be witnessing this downward trend. Furthermore, if famine and drought led to the crisis in Darfur, why have scores of environmental catastrophes failed to set off armed conflict elsewhere? For instance, the U.N. World Food Programme warns that 5 million people in Malawi have been experiencing chronic food shortages for several years. But famine-wracked Malawi has yet to experience a major civil war. Similarly, the Asian tsunami in 2004 killed hundreds of thousands of people, generated millions of environmental refugees, and led to severe shortages of shelter, food, clean water, and electricity. Yet thetsunami, one of the most extreme catastrophes in recent history, did not lead to an outbreak of resource wars. Clearly then, there is much more to armed conflict than resource scarcity and natural disasters. Second, arguing that climate change is a root cause of conflict lets tyrannical governments off the hook. If the environment drives conflict, then governments bear little responsibility for bad outcomes. That’s why Ban Ki-moon’s case about Darfur was music to Khartoum’s ears. The Sudanese government would love to blame the West for creating the climate change problem in the first place. True, desertification is a serious concern, but it’s preposterous to suggest that poor rainfall—rather than deliberate actions taken by the Sudanese government and the various combatant factions—ultimately caused the genocidal violence in Sudan. Yet by Moon’s perverse logic, consumers in Chicago and Paris are at least as culpable for Darfur as the regime in Khartoum.
